[Hemolysis and metastatic cancer in an elderly man].
Sometimes correct diagnoses is reached after many years and even after decades. Our patient had for decades suffered from a hemolytic disease, life-threatening, metastatic cancer at the age of almost 90 years was also suspected. The patient was finally diagnosed as having mild hereditary spherocytosis and the associated paraspinal extramedullar hematopoiesis as well as an osteoporotic vertebral fracture caused by osteoporosis.